February 28, 2019

To Whom It May Concern:

We the undersigned are writing in support of a $100 million increase in the Opportunity
Scholarship Tax Credit (OSTC) Program in the 2019-20 budget. This program is a vital lifeline
for thousands of students stranded in Pennsylvania’s lowest-achieving schools.

Last year, more than 55,000 PreK-12 scholarships were awarded to students through the OSTC
and Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) programs. Across the Commonwealth,
families use these scholarships to send their children to private or participating public schools
that best meet their needs. Unfortunately, the scholarship programs are so popular that tens of
thousands of students are turned away each year by scholarship organizations because the state-
mandated caps have been reached.

These scholarships are a lifeline for Pennsylvania families who are seeking an educational
opportunity outside of their assigned school. This is especially true for participants in the OSTC
Program, which serves economically disadvantaged students who are stranded in Pennsylvania’s
lowest-achieving schools. The OSTC and EITC programs empower parents by ensuring the
majority of the funds directly benefit those who need it most - the students and their families.

Though the General Assembly and the Governor have approved incremental increases to the
EITC Program since its establishment in 2001, there have been no additional investments made
to the OSTC Program since it was established in 2012.

It is estimated that nearly 53,000 scholarship applications were denied last year due to a lack of
program funds. With an additional investment of $100 million into the OSTC Program, more
than 41,650 additional students could receive scholarships next year and have access to an
educational environment that meets their needs.

We are asking that you make the OSTC Program a priority in the 2019-20 budget by committing
to adding $100 million to the Program.
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